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!T resident G&dhafi — chastennd by his own policy failures 
ar,d Libya’s do cli nine role in Arab po 2 i ti rs--bas gradually 
conie t o realise* that he must adapt to a rev , 1 sat or realities 
iij the Middle East. In ’our iuberment , Manor a]-? 3 uni--one . 
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nas been instrumentai m persuading Qaanan than ms extreme 
.‘policies and arbi trary tecti cs have now boo one not only . 


couji tea-productive but. dangerous . Ke . interpret al-Huni 1 


acceptance oi me rore.icn minister s post as a strong in- 
dication that Qadhafi is reassessing .his options and priori- 
ties and that al-Huni, at least for a time, will have con- 
siderable leeway in pursuing his more moderate approach to 
foreiern ooliev. ' * ‘ 


Pressure on the Liby'an leader to temper his actions 
has been building for some time. His promotion of ill- 
conceived union schemas, his uncooperati ve attitude during 
the October vrar, and his efforts to obstruct a united Arab 
n eooti atinq policy have so damaged his ima go and isolated 
Tri noli that other members of the regime are novr seriously 
cucsticninc their loader’s judgment. The ruling council anc 
.key military of f i csrs — the mainstay of Q a dn a f i ’ s power — are 
oressinc for a creatsr voice in cecisi on— mamne and are 
demanding that Libya’s in teres us no longer be gambled on . 
illusory’ causes. Members of tine country?' s sole political 
tarty , a powerless body but an important gauge oi popular 
feelings , are ooenjlv crumbling about QacLnsfi's exclusive 
handling of foreign affairs, blaming him personally for 
Libya's current difficulties. Although w& believe the . 
re crime is still* fully 1 capable, of fending off potential 
challengers , Qadhafi's heightened concern for ms personal 
-security suggests that for the first time he sees nimse ii • ■ 
as a vulnerable tarcet. 


Qadhafi .also faces economic ‘difficulties that “could nest 
be resolved bv a more ora err* an c\polt ti cal course, His mos c 
immediate problems are: 


— low levels of oiJ production £t a time vnsn bibyan 
expenditures and future financial cotur.iticents are 

high; ' - 
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■a growing noec'i for skilled and unskilled workers ■ and 
technical experts in vi.rtusi.lv all fields that is 
not being met by the Egypt i ans , who, although 
distrusted, are still more accept a bis 
xenophobic Libyans than non -Arabs; 


to the 


Libya's lack of human resources and the Ixkelibooc 
its oil reserves will be exhausted in .severer cacaoes 


j. V, u- 
l-i J Cl U- 


also 
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pose critical long-range considerations tnat we i on heavily 
on Qadhafi 1 s thinking. Although the Libyan leader. usually 


couches his unity pitches in near-mystical terms, 
does recognise that a reliable, cooperative alliance wi >-n . 
Eovd b- — the only neighboring country tnat can realistically 
insure Libya's economic, future — must ne mainraineci. 


For these, and other reasons, reconciliation with Cairo 
is now Libya's too priority; Qadharx and ai— bum a-c o± ^ 
one mind on this goal, which gives impetus to tneir eiforuS 
in other directions. Al-Huni, however, views nooe • 

relations with the Maghreb as an important balance . to close 
•ties with Eovot, and he has apparently been the. mam 
advocate of 'Tripoli’s conciliatory attitude toward Morocco 
anc Algeria.- There, art- tentative signs tnat uis ' 

are trying to improve bilateral channels 01 . communication 
elsewhere — especi ally within the moderate- Arab bio^. 


Qadhafi ' s desire for an improvement _in US-Libyan . 
relations stems from a complex mixture ox motives. - - 

include: ' . 


— fear, that the US .intends to invade. Libyan oilfields 
and a near-desperate hope of reducing tnat tnrec-t ; 


--a desire to regain international raspectabili ty . uicl 
.. diplomatic attention from Washington would help.m 
recapture ; 


. . _ r , • . _ _ . . j i a r r, o e* c; fo coooerat9 in 

— a hope of demons uratihg a willing-*- - . . - 

an' important aspect of coordinated Arab po__cy , . . .. 


a w s <h to dispel the impressi on of a Libyan shirt 

a wisn to • : v r ^ib v an - Soviet arms 

toward Moscow m tne wc*>.s N o -^ — *- 

argeement ; 


— a desire for US authorization of arms sales uo T.ripoT-’ 
. and increased access to US technical ana academic 
expertise. - • 
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The Libyan? have ma such 'an issue over vr ash inert on 
release of the C-130 aircraft that our aegui'es cence rri 
have become-*- for them — a precondition for a dialogue. 


vvt are still inclined to believe that the matter is 


O/ssent tally a symbolic one that might be circumvented.,' 


There are only the most tentative signs that Qadhafi 
is prepared to modify his position on solutions zo the 
Middle Last dispute. In an interview late last month, 
he did issue a qualified endorsement of the principle of 
pee c e fu 1 n e g or i. a t i. or. s , . b u t si n c e th on , t h e Li b y an me d r £ 
and .other regime officials have on occasion spouted 
* Tripoli ' s /usual militant line... A 1 — H un i , whose a urn or i 'ey 
. is clearly circumscribed by Qadhafi, has judiciously 
avoided the. issue. . • ; 


• • • Much of 'Tripoli 1 s activity in the , new . direct.! on or \ 
‘flexibi li tv. in a' groping , born" out . of necessity rather, than 
convict 
lines 

of ques _ . . , . . 

toward Israel'/ -his basi c antagonism ycowaro uhe 
his commitment to a speci fica-lly rs 1 ami. c 



nornt 

his 


mi 1:1 tancy 


.s up e rp ow ers, an c 
Arab revolution j 
n eve. rth e las s mav h a ve , h a :: 


a permanently sobering arxecr 
a v oun c man" ' wh o — a I th ou gn on ce w i m n g zo pursue ■ hr s . • . 
vision re oaf class ex the ‘ris}:--has nscome more concerned 
with preserving and strengthening what he has. already . \ y 
achieved. • , . *• . • ' ■ yv.b < 


or 


;* .-'At this 'point; however, much vrirl depend on ,the . , 

success of al-Huni's' efforts and. the changing circumst 


ranees 


.'in' the Middle East. 




SECEET 

NO FOREIGN DISSSM 


Approved For Release 2000/09/14 : CIA-RDP86T00608R000300070055-3 






